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PREFACE 

For some reason, little attention has been paid to a proper historical 
examination of Muslim politics in the South Asia during the 16 
years spanning the period extending from 1876 to 1892. At best, 
this period has been studied as a backdrop to the Aligarh 
Movement, and all non Aligarh politics got blurred in the broad 
sweep of that Movement. So far the focus of research and political 
emphasis has rested on Aligarh, and the story of political 
awakening in other provinces and the role of many a contemporary 
Muslim leader has been reduced to the level of a footnote or a 
passing reference. A History of the Freedom Movement, an official 
compilation, describes the Wahhabi and Faraizi Movements, and 
highlights the Aligarh Movement, but the role of leaders like 
Nawab Abdul Latif and Syed Ameer Ali has been accorded no 
more than a few lines. The Muslim politics of Bengal, the Punjab, 
Bombay, Assam, Madras, Sind and the North West Frontier during 
these years finds no mention at all. This sector of our national 
effort has remained a political void. And as a result, the impression 
has arisen that the Aligarh elite gave the lead to the whole Muslim 
people of the subcontinent, and they all marched ahead under their 
banner. This picture is neither complete nor correct. A History of 
the Freedom Movement is symptomatic of the general trend in 
Pakistani historiography. Of course, there are a few scholars who 
do not subscribe to the prevalent trend, and as such I have no 
presumption to originality in dissent. However, I have attempted to 
portray the picture of Muslim politics in its national dimensions. 
And the natural conclusion of this approach is that Muslim politics 
was stimulated by Islamic sensibility all over India at the same 
time. I have tried to show that Muslims from Karachi to Calcutta, 
and from Peshawar to Madras faced similar problems, reacted to 
them in a similar manner, and were stirred by an awareness of a 
common destiny. In short, it was a broad national consciousness 
and was not the product of a particular group. The Aligarh 
Movement has not been belittled in any way, but it has been put in 
its proper perspective within the national framework. 

The Muslim awakening during this period was symbolized by the 
MAO College Aligarh, the first Muslim institution for higher 
English education, and by the Central National Mahomedan 
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Association, the first Muslim political organization. The Muslims 
began to adjust themselves to English education and political 
institutions. It was, as a result of this reorientation of outlook, that 
a new Muslim leadership was born in Bengal, the North-West 
Provinces (later known as U. P.), the Punjab, Bombay and Madras. 
The rapid emergence of Muslim leaders and political associations 
was a remarkable phenomenon of this period. If Sir Syed Ahmad 
Khan, Nawab Abdul Latif and Syed Ameer Ali shared common 
ideals it was no mere coincidence; for they were the products of 
similar socio-political forces impinging upon the Muslim nation all 
over the Subcontinent. Though they had their personal and political 
differences, these centred around questions of method rather than 
aim. Nevertheless all of them were united in the common aim of 
Muslim uplift and welfare. During this period Muslims began their 
apprenticeship in political organization and propaganda. In this 
context, the Mahomedan Literary Society and the Central National 
Mahomedan Association represent the political microcosm which 
later grew into the All-India Muslim League. In 1888, attempt was 
made to organize an All-India Muslim Political Conference which 
served as the prototype of the All India Muslim League, and not 
the Mohammadan Educational Conference, as commonly 
understood. As the Mahomedan Literary Society and the Central 
National Mahomedan Association were born in Muslim Bengal, it 
was but natural for the Muslim League to have originated in 
Dacca. 

In the incipient Muslim politics of this period, greater significance 
lay in the energetic efforts devoted to defining Muslim objectives 
and, demands in the fields of education, employment and 
representation. The Muslim struggle to secure their rights in these 
spheres culminated in their rejection of the Indian National 
Congress. The demand for separate Muslim representation was 
older than the Congress, and had arisen neither as a result of the 
British policy of divide and rule, nor as a reaction to Hindu 
predominance, but as a positive demand of the Muslim nation. It is 
evident that this was the seed time of Muslim politics. Even in later 
years, Muslim politics did not deviate substantially from the 
fundamental principles laid down by Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, 
Nawab Abdul Latif and Syed Ameer Ali. 
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In highlighting the main themes of Muslim politics, I have been 
constrained to do no more than just touch upon certain important 
and extensive issues which could profitably be the subjects of 
separate research. The growth of Muslim education has not been 
discussed as such, but has been referred to when it became a 
political issue between the Muslims and the Government. The 
language controversy, though of prime importance in the Hindu-
Muslim cultural confrontation, has been analysed in the context of 
the Muslim share in employment. Similarly, the growth of Hindu 
revivalism has been excluded as a movement, and alluded to only 
where relevant to Muslim politics. But the Hindu and Muslim 
position in employment has been discussed at length as it 
constituted an economic dimension of Muslim politics. The 
developments of British policies from Lytton to Lansdowne has 
not been the main concern except in so far as these affected 
Muslim politics. 

There is no paucity of material on this subject although it is widely 
dispersed in Pakistan, India and the United Kingdom. The Aligarh 
Movement is well-documented, but considerable material could 
still be traced in contemporary newspapers and unpublished 
original sources. I found the files of the Aligarh Institute Gazette in 
the India Office Library very useful for the reconstruction of Sir 
Syed’s politics. Some references of the Aligarh Institute Gazette 
were kindly supplied to me by Prof. Shaikh Abdur Rashid. Sir 
Syed’s letter to Carlyle has been preserved in the Carlyle 
Collection of the National Library of Scotland, Edinburgh, and is 
here being brought to light for the first time. Although Sir Syed’s 
cooperation with Surendranath Banerjea in the Civil Service 
Agitation caused a flutter in official quarters, he maintained this 
political stance as long as it was compatible with Muslim interests. 
This little known but significant episode has now been 
reconstructed, in detail, with the help of the Ripon Collection and 
the Lyall Collection in the India Office Library. 

Nawab Abdul Latif wrote A Short Account of My Public Life to 
win the favour of a special pension from the Government, and as 
such, he omitted reference to the issues that were likely to be 
unpalatable to the British administrators. This pamphlet is 
therefore inadequate. Similarly, A Short Account of My Humble 
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Efforts to Promote Education, Specially among the Mahomedans 
stops short at 1883, and as such is incomplete. The Quarter 
Century of Mahomedan Literary Society, 1863 to 1889 makes no 
mention of the Society’s rejection of the Congress. The 
Mahomedan Literary Society’s petition to Parliament on the 
subject of Muslim representation also did not find any mention in 
the writings of the founder of the Society. In order to fill these 
gaps, and to present a critical survey of his politics, I had to resort 
to contemporary newspapers, Parliamentary Papers, and Lytton, 
Ripon and Dufferin collections. Syed Ameer Ali, though a 
historian himself, did not choose to write an account of the Central 
National Mahomedan Association which he had founded. In his 
Memoirs he has made only cursory references to the achievements 
of the Association. The Quinquennial and Triennial Reports of the 
Central National Mahomedan Association arc valuable sources for 
the study of the aims and organization of the Association. The 
reactions of the Government of India and the Provincial 
Governments to the Memorial of the Association are to be 
discerned in the pages of the Home (Education) Proceedings 1885 
of the Government of India. The account of Muslim identification 
with the Memorial is partly based upon the above-mentioned 
Proceedings supplemented by the Education Commission Reports 
for Bengal , the Punjab, the North-West Provinces, Bombay, the C. 
P. and Madras. The Muslim point of view on this subject has been 
elicited from contemporary newspapers, while the Hindu 
opposition to the Memorial and the Resolution of 1885 is also, 
based on newspapers. Ameer All's efforts to obtain acceptance of 
the Memorial arc traced from the Ripon Collection. The 
Association’s efforts to get the Resolution properly implemented 
have been derived from the files of Rafiq-i-Hind, which the late 
Mr. Ibrahim Ali Chishti, the son of veteran Muharram All Chishti, 
kindly placed at my disposal. The Dufferin Collection (microfilm) 
was also useful. The Muslim dissatisfaction with the 
implementation of the Resolution, though evident in the 
contemporary press, has been confirmed through authoritative 
reference in the Cross Collection. A scrutiny of these source* has 
enabled me to bring into focus the political achievement of the 
Central National Mahomedan Association and in that entirely new 
ground has been covered. 
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A good deal of literature has sprung up about the Muslim rejection 
of the Congress and Sir Syed’s role is duly highlighted. Now, 
Nawab Abdul Lalif’s and Svcd Aineer All’s opposition to the 
Congress has mostly been delineated from unpublished sources. 
Sir Sycd’s opposition to the Congress is often traced from his 
Lucknow speech (December 1887), but a study of The Pioneer and 
The Statesman and Erieml of India reveals that he had already 
expressed his misgivings about the Congress in November 1886. 
Material on Sir Sycd’s correspondence with Hume has been taken 
from The Pioneer and The Statesman and Friend of India, and 
some of their original letters have been traced from the microfilms 
of the Tyabji Papers in the School of Oriental and African Studies, 
London. Similarly, Badruddin Tyabji’s correspondence with Sir 
Syed has been preserved in the Tyabji Papers. The Anglo-Indian 
press reported and commented on the rejection of the Congress by 
Nawab Abdul Latif and Syed Ameer Ali. and carried the 
statements issued by them. Tyabji’s correspondence with Ameer 
Ali, regarding the Muslim Political Conference is also reported in 
the Tyabji Papers. Ameer letters to Sir Syed Ahmad, on the 
question of establishing a Muslim Political Conference, have been 
extensively reported in Rafiq-i-Hind which is our only source of 
information. 

The origin of separate Muslim representation has been traced from 
the Municipal Records of the Punjab Government, Legislative 
Proceedings of the Government of India, relevant Parliamentary 
Papers, and contemporary newspapers. The official standpoint has 
been reconstructed with the help of private collections of viceroys 
from Lytton to Lansdowne. Hansard and Lyall Collection also 
contain some useful material. 

Perhaps comprehensive, but by no means exhaustive, it is earnestly 
hoped that this study would help in stimulating greater interest in 
the formative phase of Muslim separatism, and in the re-appraisal 
of some of the fondly held notions about Muslim politics. 

 

23 December 1979 
Quaid-i-Azam University, MUHAMMAD YUSUF ABBASI, 
Islamabad   Associate Professor 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

I am grateful to Professor Shaikh A. Rashid for his valuable 
suggestions and for allowing me to make use of his compilation of 
excerpts of the Aligarh Institute Gazette. I very much wanted to 
consult the source material available in India but for some reasons 
this visit did not come off. However, this deficiency was amply 
made up during my three visits to the United Kingdom, and I 
benefitted immensely from the original and unpublished material 
in the British reference libraries. For their kindness and courtesy, I 
am vastly indebted to the India Office Reference Library, the 
British Reference Library, the School of Oriental and African 
Studies, Senate House Library of London University, Cambridge 
University Library, and the National Library of Scotland, 
Edinburgh. Photocopies of some Muslim petitions to the 
Parliament were supplied to me by the Librarian of the Library of 
the House of Commons. I acknowledge this with gratitude. I am 
deeply obliged for the generous cooperation and help given to me 
by the Punjab University Library, Punjab Record Office, Punjab 
Public Library, Lahore, and Bahawalpur Public Library. 

At the time of revision, my colleagues, Dr. A. H. Dani, Dr. 
Waheeduzzaman made useful comments. Dr. Rafique Afzal and 
Dr. Naeem Qureshi took pains in scrutinizing the footnotes. I am 
beholden to all of them. Dr. N. A. Baloch, the dynamic and 
scholarly Director of the Institute of Islamic History, Culture and 
Civilization took keen interest m the publication of this work. I am 
grateful to him and to his staff especially Mr. Shafqat Ameen, Mr. 
Azeem Bhatti, Sayyid Muneer Hussain Shah and Mr. Khurshid 
Ahmad who facilitated the printing of the book. I am deeply 
obliged to Miss Shafi-un-Nissa undertook the painstaking task of 
preparing the index. 



NOTE 

This work is substantially based on my Ph.D. thesis and has been 
largely revised and modified for the purpose of publication. 

South Asia has gained currency recently, it was not exceptional 
therefore that in historical context the term India or British India 
should have continued to be used. This study excludes the Indian 
princely States. 

Though an effort has been made to frame the Muslim politics and 
leadership in all the provinces of British India, the focus largely 
rests on Muslims of those provinces from which Pakistan was 
originally culled out in 1947. Since the Muslims of the United 
Provinces (now Uttar Pradesh) played comparatively a more 
significant role under Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, their services have 
been highlighted. But Muslims of Bombay and Madras also stand 
out prominently in certain fields. Bihar figures alongwith Bengal 
of which it formed a part. 

The word Mohammadan is a semantic atrocity of the colonial era. 
But the confusion has been worse confounded due to the reckless 
latitude employed in its spellings or mis-spellings. A bewildering 
variety of spelling forms appears in official correspondence and 
newspapers etc. What greater proof there could be of the complete 
British intellectual domination, that Muslim leaders like Sir Syed 
Ahmad Khan, Syed Ameer Ali, Nawab Abdul Latif and others 
used this obnoxious word without demur. But in fairness, they 
preferred to style their community as Muslims or Mussulmans. No 
effort has been made to modify the spelling of Mohammedan 
wherever it occurs in the quotes or forms an integral part of a name 
of Muslim body and has been left as such. It would have been a 
futile effort and misleading too. 

Without much regard for phonetics and transliteration in those 
days most of Muslim proper names were misspelt, perhaps 
distorted by the English to suit their own taste. Strangely enough 
even some of the eminent Muslim leaders did not care to apply 
rules of transliteration to their own names. It would have been 
inappropriate to correct the spellings of Syed when Syed Ahmad 
Khan himself signed his name like this. 
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In case of Urdu or Hindi newspapers, it would seem pedantic to 
insert the definitive article before their names. Sometimes 
abbreviations like govt. appear in the excerpts from official 
correspondence, records or newspapers. I have adhered to the form 
of abbreviations used in the original sources. 

Some theses consulted by me during my stay in the U. K. during 
1966-68 were not published then and have been referred to in the 
text as such. However, I have tried to make amends and included 
them as published works in the bibliography. 

Since their reorganization, the British Museum and the India 
Office Library have been given new names. It has not been 
practicable for me at this late stage to have altered the 
abbreviations of their old names. 

Due to an omission, South Asian Subcontinent appears on the page 
headlines. This sounds rather quaint though not incorrect. Since it 
was too late to make a change, it is there. 



ABBREVIATIONS 

AIG  Aligarh Institute Gazette 

BM  British Museum 

(Now re-designated as British Reference Library) 

BNNR  Bengal Native Newspaper Reports 

CNMA Central National Mahomedan Association 

DC  Dufferin Collection 

IOL  India Office Library 

(New re-designated as India Office Reference 
Library) 

LAC  Lansdowne Collection 

LTC  Lytton Collection 

LYC  Lyall Collection 

MSA  Memoirs of Syed Ameer Ali 

MLS  Mahomedan Literary Society 

NWPNNR North West Provinces Native Newspaper Reports 

PRO  Punjab Record Office Lahore 

PUL  Punjab University Library 

QCML A Quarter Century of Mahomedan Literary Society 
of Calcutta A Resume of the work from 1869-1889 

RC  Ripon Collection 

SAMPL A Short Account of My Public Life 

SAPEM A Short Account of My Humble Efforts to Promote 

Education, Specially among the Mahomedans 

SOAS  School of Oriental and African Studies 

SUL  Senate House Library, University of London 
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