The Muslim League’s Ministry in the
Province of the Punjab: 1951-1953

Azhar Nadeem*

After the creation of Pakistan the Muslim Leaguenistiries
were formed in all the provinces and they worked/weell under
the leadership of Quaid-i-Azam. In the Punjab fon@mbers of the
Assembly were sworn in as the cabinet ministers.oAgnthem
Nawab Iftikhar Hussain Mamdot as the Chief Miniskaiding
Law and Order and General Administration;, MumtazulEBana
incharge of Finance and Industry; Sirdar ShaukayatHa&han
holding several portfolios, namely Revenue, Irigat
Information, Rehabilitation, Excise and Taxationslamic
Reconstruction Cooperatives and Electricity andil®h&aramat
Ali — the only urbanite, was incharge of Education andilp
Works Department.This was the size of the first cabinet. There
were some four or five Parliamentary Secretaries stare
parliamentary duties with thefn.

Hardly six months had passed and the members of the
Mamdot Ministry were at each others throats. Muniaaltana,
Finance Minister and Sirdar Shaukat Hayat the RexeMinister,
quit the Ministry as a protedt.Quaid-i-Azam, the Governor
General summoned both Daultana and Shaukat to Kiatac
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determine what they were fighting about. Jinnahvkrimth the
ministries and Chief Ministers Mamdot very well amppreciated
the fact that, in the battle for Pakistan, the eshiteam of these
young men had done a great fofhe real reason behind the
guarrel was that Mumtaz Daultana was not readycte@ the
Chief Ministership of a less qualified person? @dafzam had
an idea about the ability of each. If this was thason, Jinnah
knew the solution very well, Mamdot could be taketo the
central cabinet and the Chief Ministership shoull diven to
Daultana, so he could show his worth. Quaid-i-Azeonsidered
the three Punjab ministers as his obedient childrehin this light
he wanted to remove the differences among thdimnah met with
the three and arranged separate meetings with MuBdéaltana
and Sirdar Shaukat Hayat. Mumtaz Daultana wasatddfied with
Mamdot’s leadership but would not volunteer himgelfoecome
Chief Minister. Indeed, Daultana stressed that idendt want to
become the Chief Minister; he had no personal aomstor lust
for office and that was not the root of differentkat had arisen
between him and MamdbtHe stated that the Nawab of Mamdot
himself had created the atmosphere of mistrustsaisgicions. He
had a private and personal cabinet of his own afsarh the
regular cabinet from which he took advice. Aftestdning
Daultana carefully Jinnah finally advised all oéth to let bygones
be bygones and to begin with a future. He stresisech to work
together as a team in this critical period for B&a and perform
the responsibilities placed on the provincial goveent of the
Punjab’

Daultana made a personal announcement saying ¢hhtadth
dropped the idea of resigning from the ministryrdta ten days
passed and they started quarreling again. The Gowesf the
Punjab, Francis Mudie was called along with therhisTiime
Jinnah proposed that all the ministers in the Rusjeould submit
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their resignations to the Governor so that the shipicould be
reconstituted. At the same time he told Daultanddoready to
become the Chief Minister of the province. But MamDaultana
was still not ready to take this responsibility.eTiministers wrote
their resignations and handed them over to the fAoveDaultana
declined to accept the proposition unless he watdlected leader
of the Muslim League Provincial Parliamentary Pably an
overwhelming majority. However, the ministers resigned without
arriving at any resolution of their conflict, anishidah referred the
matter to the Governor for suitable action, anchaused him to
take any step he thought necessary in the circmtesa A short
announcement to this effect was made from the effi€ the
Governor General. With resignations in his pock&gvernor
Mudie returned to Lahore. He considered his cantstital
position and without getting involved any furtheralled the
ministers and returned their resignations. The ritgjmembers of
the Muslim League in the Assembly supported the &tavof
Mamdot, as well as the party council arranged a wbiconfidence
in his government. This irritated, both Daultanad aBhaukat
Hayat, and consequently they chose to resign agi27 May
1948°

The struggle in the Punjab thus came to an endhiitime
being but it flared up again when Liagat Ali Khafter the Quaid-
i-Azam’s death, tried to persuade Chief Ministernwiot to take
Daultana back into the cabingtRight at the time of the swearing-
in ceremony, Mamdot backed out and declined to @cemy
directive from the Central GovernméntThe humiliated Daultana
now decided to bring down the Mamdot regime by ioing
control of the Punjab Muslim League Party orgamirat In
November 1948, Daultana was elected the presidethied”unjab
Muslim League with the help of the Prime Ministeiadat Ali
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Khan!® He then started to alienate Mamdot's supportershin
Parliamentary Party with various promisésBut curiously
enough, when he was in a position to defeat the ddministry,
Daultana in his capacity of the president of thej&w Provincial
Muslim League, advised the Central Government thahould
dissolve, not only the ministry, but also the Pnmiél Assembly?
The final victory for Daultana came in January 194f&en the
Governor General dissolved both the Punjab ministing the
Legislature, under Section 92 A of the Provisio@ainstitution
Act; and the Governor who took over the adminigirat was
directed to arrange new electioffis.

On 9 November 1950, the Governor of the Punjabd&ar
Abdur Rab Nishtar announced the elections to thejaPu
Legislative Assembly which were to be held in tbeand week of
March 1951 and was to be completed in twelve daydumtaz
Daultana launched a province-wide elections canmpa@nd
addressed gatherings of the League workers at rpicgs. The
election manifesto of the Punjab Muslim League i8ased on 21
November 1950 which included a wide range of subjkke rural
economy, rural uplift, settlement of refugees, stdal
development, labour and unemployment, civil lilestieducation,
health, public works, civil defence and minoritlg.he manifesto
stressed that the immediate programme would beabboétion of
jagirs andimams A “Manifesto Day” was observed all over the
province and public meetings were organized. O08r@ndidates
who had applied for the Muslim League tickets pkrtigheir
loyalty to the party and its programrie.A Fact-finding
Committee was constituted to scrutinize the claiofs the
candidates with a view to recommending suitable esafior the

13 Safdar MahmoodMuslim League ka Daur-i-HakumafUrdu] (Lahore: Ghalib
Publishers, 1982), p.151.

14 M. Rafique Afzal, p.55.

15 Ibid.

16 Ibid.

17 Nawa-i-Waqt 11 November, 1950.

18 The Pakistan Time&2 November, 1950.
19 Safdar Mahmood, p.171.



The Muslim League’s Ministry in the Province of Ridm 1951-1953 105

award of League tickets. The committee consistdd/efmembers
that included Prof A.B.Haleem, Ghulam Nabi Pathahalik
Sfarif-ud-Din, Syed Hassan Mahmood and Khan Ibrakiman?°
The committee made extensive tours of their regpect
constituencies to firm up recommendations. Evehtiaé Muslim
League Parliamentary Board met in February 1951 aamarded
League tickets to 197 candidafés.

Mumtaz Daultana being himself a big landlord pregaa list
of big land-owning families of all the districts tife province and
entered into political alliances with them. Fortarece in Multan
district, Daultana-Gilani and Gardezi-Gilani pactsvere
concluded” The agreement was written on a leaf of Holy Quran.
In this agreement, Mumtaz Daultana agreed to acleune the
leadership of the Gilanis in provincial politics rieturn for help in
the district, where he could not get elect in tl8511 elections
without their support. The Gilanis are an exceglbynpious and
God-fearing religious family. Once they were managad into
executing an agreement on a leaf of the Holy Qutsy could be
easily exploited for long periods without Mumtazultana himself
honouring the agreement on his part. He was coadiribat the
Gilanis will not backtrack® A parallel agreement on the same
manner was executed by Syed Ali Hussain Gardezimtdm
Daultana’s lieutenant in the Multan district, irder to secure his
success in the election from Multan city. This agnent too was
never honoured by the Mumtaz Daultana groupNo doubt,
Mumtaz Daultana won the elections because of thpeditical
moves, but he subsequently could not keep his gesms he had
made more commitments than he could hordur.

On the opposing front, Suharwardy and Mamdot anoedin
merger of their respective parties into the All-B&n Jinnah

20 Ibid.
21 The Pakistan Time8 February, 1951.
22  Ahmad Salim, p.27.

23 Makhdumzada Syed Hassan Mahmiid\ation is Born (Lahore: Feroz Printing
Works, 1958), p.21.

24 Ibid.

25 Khalid Bin SaeedRolitics in Pakistan: The Nature and Direction ofi#@hge(New
York: Praeger, 1980), p.37.



106 Pakistan Journal of History and Culture, VolIXXNo.2, 2008

Awami Leagu€® Mian Iftikharuddin’s Azad Pakistan Party
elected an interim administrative committee to asta Working
Committee in January 1951 to contest the provineiattions’’
During the election campaign, Mian Iftikharuddinuated the
Muslim League with the Unionist Party, for it hagnored the
Islamic principles of democracy, liberty and eqtyaliHe even
declared that to vote for the Muslim League wouddtliee greatest
sin because the Leaguers were not the true repatises of the
people?® Moreover, Mian Iftikharuddin pleaded that the Mo
of India struggled not to establish a state intebliy the Muslims
like other such states; their objective was to eahian Islamic
state without the domination of the foreigners arfch was to be
fully independent and truly democratic. Mian Iftdduddin also
condemned the League Government in the Centréddaiiure in
achieving complete independence, democratizationhef state,
withdrawal from the Commonwealth and repeal ofshtety laws
which he alleged were being used to consolidate rther's
position?® In this context, the opposition parties provedb® a
good refuge for candidates who were refused tidkgthe Muslim
League. Having failed to obtain tickets, most aérthgave their
support to Azad Pakistan Party and Jinnah Awamilitulseague.
Indeed, as many as two-third of the League rejectettlidates
received tickets from these two parties.

Prime Minister Liaquat Ali Khan extended all outpport to
the Punjab Muslim League. He addressed public mgetiat
various places and presented the future coursetmmnathat was
mainly economic in nature. He promised to provigerg citizen
with the basic and fundamental necessities ofvifech included
food, clothing, shelter and education. In additibe, emphasized
that the League was the Quaid’s sacred trust. AfraGlhe
declared: “I am not that sort of politician who reakfalse
promises to catch voted® His personal prestige was at its peak
whereas those against the League were utterly queade in their
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stature and appeal to the people. Liaquat Ali Kkapeeches, his
economic programme and administrative support ® riling
party paved the way for the victory of the Musliredgue in the
Punjab.

The election results announced on 30 March showadthe
Muslim League had won 143 seftbut the next day its strength
rose to 153 and four months later it increaseds@®1 The Muslim
League was the only organized party in the providge attempt
by sixsgpposition parties to form a united frontegt the League
failed.

Mumtaz Daultana was elected leader of the Muslirague
Assembly Party and was invited by the Governor domf the
ministry. Daultana readily did so, inviting Sufi dbl Hameed,
Sardar Abdul Hamid Dasti, Chaudhary Muhammad Hussai
Chattha, Shaikh Fazal Elahi and Syed Ali Hussaird€a to join
his government? In his first speech he laid special emphasis on
land reforms, speedy settlement of refugees, extensf social
service and industrial developméntHowever, the first action
which he took after assuming power was showed ftidrance
for the opposition. He banned the publication ofllWnewspaper
Nawa-i-Wagat because its chief editor, Hameed Nizami was a
friend of Nawab Iftikhar Hussain Mamdot and he hpadblished
many reports during the election campaign in wHigmguat Al
Khan and Mumtaz Daultana were severely criticize®ther
members of the League Ministry also favoured Daaltan this
point, as they agreed that this newspaper was ghibgj notorious
reports against the League leadership. Yet, thenibgnof the
newspaper was a direct attack on the freedom aispEeditors of
various newspapers took the stand against the rRiavi
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Government of the Punjab. However, due to effoftdMaulana
Akhtar Ali Khan, a friend of Mumtaz Daultana ande8ident of
Pakistan Newspapers Editor Conference (PNPEC)méiéer was
resolved. Daultana relented and the publicatiorNaiwa-i-Wagqat
was allowed’ It was certainly a bad start for a democratically
elected government.

Mumtaz Daultana was conscious of the devious natdire
provincial politics. He therefore, sought to secinie position
against any future eventuality through all mearailalble to him.
He had little difficulty in controlling the Workingcommittee of
the Provincial Muslim League after his electionPassident. But
the source of power was the Muslim League ParliaamgrParty,
and he took appropriate steps to amend its cotistitu The
revised constitution, adopted after some heatedusdsson in
September 1951, laid down that the parliamentaagide would
hold office for the life of the Legislative Assergplbut other
office-bearers were to be elected annually. A nafidence
motion against an office holder or cabinet ministequired a
requisition signed by at least one-third of theatohembership,
with a notice of at least fifteen days.

After holding the two offices, the Chief Ministemé President
of the Punjab Provincial Muslim League, the Workidgmmittee
of the League was in a position to take disciplnaction against
those who had violated the party discipline. In fin& phase, 474
members were expelled from the organization foe fiyears.
Action was taken on complaints received from -caatdsd
regarding members who did not support the Leaguedidates in
the elections. Mumtaz Daultana showed keen intenest
implementing the League election manifesto. Heosisty wanted
to improve the conditions of the people. To achitis goal, he
manoeuvered the Working Committee of the Punjab liktus
League into appointing advisory committees intohedistrict for
advising the district administration on issues @nimg general
welfare. The decision to appoint committees wasediiat bringing
closer the district administration and the publtcwas a useful
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step, firstly because the district administratiooud come to
understand the general difficulties of citizens a®tondly, the
existence of such advisory committees would disagerthe
bureaucratic tendencies which were evolved by thisB rulers to
keep the officers and the citizens at a distarm® feach othet’

After appointing district administration committeesnother
major move of the Daultana ministry was the intrtchn of
agrarian reforms in the province. The majority bé tlandlords
were aware that Mumtaz Daultana himself was thegdsg
landlord in the province. Therefore, they did neliéve that he
was serious about the land reforms. This issue agmaefore the
Provincial Muslim League Parliamentary Party in t8egber 1951,
when it considered land reform bill, which sought:

i. Toremove the loopholes in the Punjab Tenancy A&B50.

ii. To give security of tenancy to occupancy tenants.

ii. Toexempt from tax all owners of under five acrEkand.

iv. The minimum land allowable for self cultivation sid be 50
acres of irrigated and 100 acres of non-irrigatedi] Contrary
to the original proposal gardens, forests, catttens and seed
farms were exempted.

v. To change the traditional division crops betwees ldndlord
and the tenant from fifty percent each to seveivy percent

for the tenant and from fifty percent to twentyefipercent for
the landlord®

Mumtaz Daultana strongly argued for the reformegdtening
to back to the electorate for a fresh mandate éfy tivere not
accepted. He declared:

I am one of you. In fact, | am the biggest of yduaamd will be hit the

hardest by the proposed agrarian reforms legisiatiosolemnly declare

that | will soon have the House dissolved and goetlectorate for a fresh
verdict rather than a single word of the manifésto.

It required the landlord to declare the areas hetetato keep
for his personal cultivation. The date for this ldeation was
deferred again and again. As expected, even thespro relating
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to fifty percent to seventy five percent share aiduce could not
be given practical effect because the tenants dicdemand their
increased share as this was likely to annoy thespioiandlord.

The land reforms met with great resistance evemhimwithe
ranks of the League organization and Mumtaz Daalfaned great
political pressure and resistance as most of thebees of the
Punjab Assembly were landlords and did not likeslatjon which
affect their landed interests. In a meeting of kheslim League
Assembly Party, Syed Naubahar Shah dramaticallyeddrs cap
and declared that his land belonged to him as naschis cap.
Thus, Mumtaz Daultana succeeded only in getting foighly
diluted bills passed in the face of strong oppositiWith the
exception ofagirs conferred in lieu of military service or endowed
to religious shrines, all other were abolished. Téferms failed to
cut down big land holdings but the division of csopas fixed at
sixty percent for the tenant and forty percenttfier landlord*?

Under Daultana’s personal initiative the Provindlslim
League started a ‘grow more food’ campaign, and ltkague
workers were directed to assist the governmenttanactivities
against black-marketing and food hoarding. A corteritwas
formed consisting of party leaders which was tat @gery district
of the province to explain to the people the vasiaspects of the
land reforms and food campaigfh.Another committee was
appointed consisting of the President of Distriatdiim Leagues
to suggest practical methods of ensuring reforms tle
administration to remove corruption, inefficiencpdanepotism
from the provincial administration.

After the death of Liaquat Ali Khan, Khawaja Nazird-Din
who was then the Governor General and had beeorpeny his
duties as a constitutional head became Prime Mmisshulam
Muhammad, the then Finance Minister moved up toofffiee of
Governor-General. Mumtaz Daultana’s hands were iderably
weakened by the assassination of Liaquat Ali Kiraom the mid
of 1952, Daultana’s problems multiplied. For onége tAnti-
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Ahmadiya movement began to assume greater significance, as
religious leaders of different schools of thoughinged into the
controversy.

On 21 January a deputation of tbéema authorized by the
Majlis-i-Amal set up by the All Pakistan Muslim Parties
Conventiofi* delivered to Prime Minister Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din
an ultimatum which threatened to launch a diretbadf within a
month Qadiani or Ahmadis were not declared a non-Muslim
minority and Chaudhari Zafarullah Khan, the Foreigmister,
who was arAhmadiand otheAhmadisoccupying key posts in the
state were not removed from different offices. Bhean be no
better example of this desire to avoid action agaamy agitation
which adopts the guise of religion, than the higtof the events
culminating in the Punjab disturbances of 1953. pbmt at issue
was the hostility of the orthodox Muslims towaAéhmadis The
Ahmadisbelieved in the teaching of Mirza Ghulam Ahmad,owh
claimed to be prophet as well as the promised Mb&3iThis
claim was regarded as heretical by orthodox Mushuh® hold
that Muhammad (PBUH) was the last of the Prophleé Ahmadis
were reputed to have 200,000 members in Pakistehjrecluded
some distinguished and prominent nién.

The agitation against thédhmadis was led by religious
leaders, and the early stages of the movement eg@réucted by
members of thé\hrar, a political group which had aligned itself
with the Indian National Congress before independesnd was
unsparing in its denunciation of the Muslim Leagme the Quaid-
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Tenzim Ahal-i-Sunnat-o-al-Jamat Pakistan and Syeddfar Ali Shamse, Idara
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i-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah down to the day of treetjion*’
The disillusionedAhrars saw no political role before them, after
independence. They had, now turned their orgawizainto a
purely religious body and had aligned themselveth Wiuslim
League. TheAhrar party had been excluded from the list of the
nineteen parties which were banned for the Musleaduers® As

an Anti-Ahmadiya the Ahrar won the support of many of the more
reputableUlema*® The methods, they employed were the holding
of public meetings, especially in mosques, prooessiand the
passing of emotional resolutions.

The leaders of the movement attended a meetinganadki
and described it as the All Pakistan Muslim Parsvention.
The following resolutions were among those passed:

that since in view of the attitude of Khawaja Naazddin, Prime Minister

of Pakistan, there is no hope of the demands ipersof theMirzais

(Ahmadi3 being accepted, the All Muslim Parties Conventomes to the

conclusion that in the circumstanaest iqdam(direct action) has become

inevitable to secure acceptance of the demandd.siiee the demand for
the removal of Sir Zafrullah Khan, tiMirzai Foreign Minister, has not yet
been conceded, the convention demands the resignafi Khawaja

Nazimuddin, so that the Muslims of Pakistan shdaddable to follow and

preserve their religious beliefs and Islamic triadif®

The Convention also appointed a Council of Actidrick was
to make a last approach to the Central Governmefotd resorting
to other measures. The movement had various plodsetensity,
in which deputations ofilemawere sent from time to time to
convince the Prime Minister of the validity of ti@mmittee’s
demands. Indeed, as consequence of this contithoeeAhmadiya
agitation, theulema were able to get more Islamic provisions
incorporated in the constitution repott.

The Central Government and Provincial Governmerdens
serious attempt to suppress the fast growing cagnpa®n the
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contrary, there were substantial indications ofegament support
or acceptance of the demands. Mumtaz Daultana, Ghief
Minister of the Punjab, made it clear that he peafly accepted
the view that theAhmadiswere non-Muslims, but it presented a
problem for the Constituent Assembly and the Céntra
Government? This was a clever political move, since it enabled
Mumtaz Daultana to show his sympathy for the dermandile
explaining that the solution of the problem coutdne only from
Karachi. Various agencies and supporters of the jaBun
Government went much farther than the Chief Mimigte their
support for theAnti-Ahmadiyamovement. The Punjab Education
Department spent more than 200,000 rupees in twarsye
subsidies to newspapersThe concerned newspapers, said the
Munir report were all actively engaged in this comersy and
went on fanning the agitation even during the dags they were
receiving the payments. In 1951, the Punjab Government
established a Department of Islamiat for purposkesebgious
education. A board of siMlemawas set up, four of them played a
prominent part in the movement and two of them were
subsequently arrested. The department employedeeigipersons
as lecturer, and of these eleven took a leadirgyirothe agitation
and seven were arrested laterdithe Punjab Muslim League was
also prominent in its support for the forces ofodier. The police
prepared a list of 377 members of the League whe weolved
in the disturbance¥.It noted:
These gentlemen took part in processions, leadilgnt mobs, violating
orders promulgated under section 144 and colledtings with a view to
financing the movement. Among the persons in tisisWwere presidents,
senior vice-presidents, secretaries, treasurerstirad office holders of the
various Muslim League organizations in the provirfeeur of them were
councilors of the Provincial Muslim League, five nwemembers of the

Muslim National Guards, two were advocates and ameditor of Urdu
daily.>’
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The Central Government, even though its Foreignidtn
was under personal attack, was little more resoltdepolicy for
several months was described as one of ‘indecisiesitancy and
vacillation’>® The Central Council of Action had couched their
demands of January 1953 in the form of an ultimatdrnis
expired on 22 February 1953 and direct action wasned to
begin on 27 February 1953. In the Punjab more th&/©00
volunteers were enrolled for the campaig@n receipt of the four
latest alarming reports, the Central Cabinet méheéxmorning of
27 February 1953. The Governor of Sindh, the Gaweand Chief
Minister of N.W.F.P, the Deputy Chief of Staff apdlice officials
were in attendanc®. It was decided to arrest the leaders of the
agitation and to ban certain inflammatory newspafeBut by
this time the mob was ready to go into action. M#s®onstrations
against the police, theAhmadis and the government soon
interrupted normal life in Lahore and other townghe Punjab. By
4 March 1953, areas of the walled city of Lahord baen taken
over by the rioters and the police had abandonedothtence of
having the situation under control. By midday oMérch 1953,
communications had been largely severed and thetrielgy
supply had been partly suspended. Several shops went and
the situation inside the city became precariouseithe agitations
were at its peak, Mumtaz Daultana himself openipaeded that
Ahmadisbe declared as non-Muslims and Zafarullah Khan beay
dismissed from the cabin&t. Civil government had virtually
ceased to exist and Mumtaz Daultana was preparedpiulate.
He issued a statement in Urdu which he later desdrin the
following words,

On the & of this month, | appealed on behalf of my minisind myself to

the people of the province to help in the mainteeaof law and order. |

assured them that my government would be preparexpén immediate

negotiations with the leaders of th&ahafuz-i-Khatm-i-Nubuwwat
Movement and that my ministers would place their demanefore the
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Central Government with a recommendation that thekeuld be

accepted®

The province of the Punjab was up in flames. Tlséudbances
which immediately broke out spread fast and grearnaingly
dangerous. Mumtaz Daultana was neither averse tseth
developments nor dared to oppose them. He sougbwitch the
agitation towards Karachi to the discomfiture ohafvaja Nazim-
ud-Din. A political clash between the Punjab leatigr and the
Central Government of Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din caststadow
over the whole country. Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din, wHaoed with
the crisis appeared undecided, being torn by axinfg
considerations. It was the Defence Secretary, aMirza who
decided to take firm action with the support of grmnd imposed
Martial Law in the provinc&? The order was restored by the army
in a matter of six hours. Eleven people were killedl at least
forty nine were wounded during the military opevati Martial
Law remained in effect in Lahore until May 19%53.

Another issue which became a cause of an unending
controversy between Mumtaz Daultana and Khawajaimia-
Din was the Basic Principles Committee Report wipciblished
in December 1952. Mumtaz Daultana visited Karaohdanuary
1953 to convey the feelings of the Punjab peopléhto League
leaders and to the members of the Central CaBir@uring the
same period, meetings were held in Lahore, whidicized the
Report and expressed dissatisfaction against itla®aAbdur Rab
Nishtar came to Lahore and addressed the Provin@algue
Council meeting. He elucidated the Islamic aspetthe Report,
but even then the League Council urged the CoestitAssembly
to postpone the consideration of the Report. ThenCib also
authorized the Working Committee to negotiate wttle High
Command. Meanwhile, it was announced that the PNfiraster
himself was coming to Lahore for finding out theoplkes’
reactions’’ But these efforts failed to convince the peoplehsf
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Punjab. Consequently, the consideration of the B&sinciples
Committee Report was postporf&d.

On 25 March 1953, came the news of the resignatibn
Mumtaz Daultana and his ministry. According to aveeaeport,
Daultana was “understood to have taken this stefhermandate
and at the behest of Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din. Hisgeaiion is an
outcome of two days behind the curtain scene diesvin Lahore
and is the culmination of the month olénti-Ahmadiya
agitation”®® When the law was being violated in Lahore, Khawaja
Nazim-ud-Din continued to approve the decisionshef officials
but he also tried to avoid a clash. He held coatdty talks and
compromised on the issue which resulted in moreosifipn to
him. It was the time for Governor General, Ghulamhgmmad to
take a decisive step but he waited about a monthpanmitted
Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din to announce some actions & dwn
name. The decisions were;

i. Daultana was to be asked to resign as Chief Ministehe
Punjab and as President of the Punjab Muslim League

i. In Daultana’s place, the Governor of East BengallilvFiroz
Khan Noon would become Chief Minister.

ii. Chaudhury Khaliguzzaman would replace Noon.

iv. Daultana himself was to propose Noon as his suocemssd he
would leave the Punjab for sometifie.

Conclusion

It was generally believed that two factors led tauldana’s
exit. First, the Basic Principles Committee Repuas responsible
for widening the gulf between him and Khawaja NazidaDin. It
was found at a later stage that Daultana refuseijtothe Report
although he was a member of the Committee. Latersigned it
with a dissenting note and this was not liked byaWhja Nazim-
ud-Din. The second reason was #i-Ahmadyiaagitation. This
movement completely shattered law and order in Roumjab.
Lahore, the nerve centre of the agitation, remauneder Martial
Law from March to May 1953. Mumtaz Daultana trieddivert
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the movement toward the centre to destabilize thawaja Nazim-
ud-Din Government, but this cost him his own offecel paved the
way for the dismissal of Khawaja Nazim-ud-Din tddumtaz

Daultana also resigned from the Presidentship ef Bunjab
Muslim League.

After gaining an obvious power in the province, Mam
Daultana started interfering in the affairs of th@entral
Government. His ministry in the Punjab was tryingdestabilize
Khwaja Nazam-ud-Din’s administration in the centdike
organizing Anti-Ahmadiya disturbances for which he willfully
misused public money for which it was not intendgdt only that
he did not take effective measures against lavdessreactionary
elements, but he either encouraged them or tooisidas which
were clearly unwarranted from the administrativéenpof view.
For instance, he allowed the withdrawal of crimicases instituted
against the agitators and even directing the releals some
convicted persons. So, it was an attempt to underthie stability
of Pakistan by diverting the subversigati-Ahmadiyamovement
against the Central Government with the intentiohsmpairing
and, if possible, destroying its authority and pges In the early
years of Pakistan, the Muslim League’s Governmentthe
province of the Punjab, instead of focusing on Ikesg the
problems of its masses, it mainly revolved aroutsd political
leadership for their personal interests which ndy alegenerated
its fame within the province rather it had effecisdrecognition in
the entire country.



