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Hindko Language: A Cultural Heritage of Hazara
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Abstract

Language is a foremost important ingredient of an
ethno-nationalist identity of the people who used to live in a specific
area. It is a system of communication and exchange of ideas, opinion,
knowledge, declarations and feelings etc. Hindko, one of the oldest
languages of the Indian Subcontinent, is a cover term for a diverse
group of Lahnda reflecting the north-western Indo-Aryan varieties.
Currently, it is a dominant language of the north-eastern part of
Pakistan where almost four million speakers of Hindko language live
primarily in Hazara, Kashmir, Peshawar, Kohat and Attock etc.
Unlike many other spoken-languages of the region, Hindko can be
written in Shah Mukhi script, however, it remained unexplored for a
long time. Neglect of this important language was finally felt by the
dwellers of Hazara and other regions of Hindkowan in early 1990s
when Hindko Adbi Board was formulated which took revolutionary
steps to promote the language up to greater extent. Current study
urges the Hindko speaking people to preserve it for their coming

generations without intervention of any other language.
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"A language is a system of arbitrary vocal symbols by means of
which a social group cooperates'?2

b LUbE L p el 1 s G £ el L
Fellols =i Y J.’.L?.yb 7 @(2 B[] YRSV LY
S L b T Lol € f 8 o &S gl AP
s G i &P e VB B 6 Ul (5 U 3 sl g L
iy TS v booee 5 M2t & Lvnl §5 £
v sl " Earliest precursors /Lj::'/" sl S L b A ot
ce b S uittn St o L L2 e 55
0 ot ok Lo £ ot

"Writing is a set of visible or tactile signs used to represent units
of language in a systematic way.4

ol D S AT S S

J’gor'n e =l Jétﬂ-ﬁulf & uﬁ’uguﬁ di}?}”/:; $ ol 61
o Lo sl Iy JET € Cuneiform writing style _~ Mesopotamia (-~ 5/
S 3 et o1t o Sumarian s § Tz F ol 2
G L Ui B g F S e e U2 K ol



I 50 36 s Eb 6 ol - ) S
e G ool fe FE o S o Wl o §
wtd €Uy €5 ool

L /gfxf’v’ Ju)g; B UMk = e ut;@ Ch 6 Ui A0 J
LU F U e JESE ed AV ol ey o
eV § Ui a5 e re g B S B € ol Soa g Be
L0 = YO ul"/g QWL/!/quﬁ/é,4 e g AL
A\ 3% u’{ﬂ' J ufki

By FT A o (6 Ut Usdt S8 U3 S B b B4 Ul
SeTet e Lt g S Q6 ) S 2 6 o Bl
@Tz‘au‘uu/?/u"gfuiu é}ufdﬁj/d/uwl _ug%;.’},
ey § e 25 Ju 6L Lt 6 S unid £ F g U
e gty S et fel ut ol s § o ef o oy
Ut Gl =3 Gl g O b g e (B
e E ol AL e 3

o7l LI o Bt
O s b by U L s s S L 1l ol F 55 e
Uik GETL oty S e bl b S e K b (LT D S S
diw4ﬁ‘¢5wajd5yécmngu,/%_‘a &@fmdzﬁ:uﬁ
SU e (B L e3P U A2 G o € b gln £ 30
Jl} 9 e J’J//‘”f ol e 1940 _l’,‘f Lk 2 Ké_/ LIy 4"_ Z
L (G e 6 U1 /,[17%1/,1 Vs s on K i £ SIS U
U S Ul ur Gt e £ s i o bl g S ol T el AL




;M/}—Juz:ub@ =3 Gt Irr

el w8 G G S L e S o e W e G
S o f AL o e Ao L ok s e B
e S b S e e bk et & Sar
o Dy S Sk o P e S g s e F ol 4 k)
S0 L S S otp Qeed sl 3o E e 82 Ut Ui s L 2

G do o L e S Loy e el Bk S b fin
e £ 9 e 15 G O Bt S e Ut (g ) UK
dig b T ot §ed? Wil T2 o £ L 00ee LT gl S
VA o Uy Sl ol S QB Ut U £ o e
fe_ ¢ q.J. i e fer B et (f/d_ 2 U kke —

- Y & Ko sl Ok sl e L1 e PRI S et
Qb & UL G e U Al ie Sy & oler & 6 e Uy
wte & o S5~ Qb d ! F o QUT U ol sl ol i N4y
uﬁ/uﬁ uiuc u‘yé $7 /}’ﬁy) Ur )’)Tco/?)] Wb wa 0/3 :&E/wﬁ;{
e oo il § U wl Tk S ol 3 o A e B ol 4y
e Yok S e o bl 12

It has been claimed that during the pre Islamic era, the language of

masses was refined by the ancient grammarian Panini, who

documented the rules of an ancient language Sanskrit, which was

used principally for the Hindu scriptures. Meanwhile, the vernacular

languages of the masses called Prakrits was developed into many

languages and dialects which speads over the northern parts of South

Asia. Hindko is believed to be akin to Prakarits, which shows clear
affinity to Lahanda sub group of Indo Aryan tongues. I
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